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Impacts of climate change on health
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Disaster type affecting highest number 
of people by country (2000-2019)

Source: CRED 2019
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Climate-health challenges 
in the African Region
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Current and projected impacts of  
climate change on health in Africa – I

▪Of the 2,121 public health events 
recorded in the region between 
2001 and 2021, 56% were climate-
related 

▪Region is witnessing increase in 
climate-linked emergencies

▪25% more climate-related events 
recorded from 2011 and 2020 
compared to the previous decade

11/6/2023
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Will cause over 250,000 deaths 
annually in Africa by 2030 
(malnutrition, malaria, 
diarrheal disease, and heat 
stress) 

Could lead to a 48% increase in 
the population at risk of 
malaria transmission in sub-
Saharan Africa by 2050

Potential decrease of up to 
50% in agricultural production 
by 2030 in some countries

• ~5.3 million people were displaced by climate-related 
disasters in Africa in 2020 alone

• By 2030, this could increase to 15 million people 
annually (due to droughts, floods, and storms) 

• Could cost African economies 1.5-3% of annual GDP by 
2030 (impacts on agriculture, water resources, and 
infrastructure) 

ISS, Africa

Current and projected impacts of  
climate change on health in Africa – II



7

|

WHO work on Climate change and health needs
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Engaging communities to reduce the impacts of 
climate change on health

Example from Sao Tome e Principe

    1– Risk study and cartographic mapping of affected areas ;

    2– Implementation cost/value estimate of the actions and resilience measures;

    3– Planning/Design of new structures to be incorporated in those affected areas;

    4– Mobilization and involvement of local institutions/organizations and benefited 
communities to implement the beforehand planned emergency actions and 
measures toward any new climate events to prevent and improve the resilience in 
the public health
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Key Frameworks/Strategies/Platforms For 
Climate Change and Health Work in Africa
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KEY FRAMEWORKS AND 
POLICY DOCUMENTS FOR 

CLIMATE CHANGE AND 
HEALTH WORK IN 

WHO/AFRO
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COP26 HEALTH INITIATIVE IN GLASGOW

▪ The COP26 Health Initiative: 
building climate-resilient, 

sustainable, low-carbon health 

systems

▪ As of September 2023, 65 

countries (25 African) have 

committed to the COP26 Health 

initiative. 

▪ Alliance for Transformative 

Action on Climate and Health 

(ATACH) –   technical mechanism 

to support countries that have 

signed the COP26 health initiative 

implement their commitments
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ATACH

The Alliance for Transformative Action on Climate Change and Health (ATACH) is a WHO-led mechanism to support delivery 

on the COP26 health commitments on climate resilient and low carbon sustainable health systems. 

It provides a platform for coordination; knowledge and best practice exchange; networks and access to support and link up 

to existing initiatives; tackling common challenges; and monitoring global progress. 

> 70 country 

commitments

5 working groups

Co-convened by the UK 

and COP Presidencies
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10 components to build 

climate-resilient health 

systems

COP26 Health Initiatives and Alliance on Transformative Action 

on Climate and Health (ATACH)
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Frameworks for engagement in the 
Climate Change–Health Nexus

▪ Clim-Health Africa

▪ One Health 

▪ ATACH 

▪ Africa Group of Negotiators (AGN) 

▪ AGNES (AGN Experts Support)

▪ Regional Committee meetings 

▪ (H)NAPS

▪ NDCs

▪ Climate and Health declaration – Draft 
declaration was circulated

▪ The COP28 opportunity – Health Day!

▪ Beyond COP28 – bridging the gap 
between the negotiations and action on 
the ground 

▪ Common Position on Climate Change and 
Health

▪ Key health messages for COPs

▪ Health in the Global Stock take

COP Negotiations Global & Regional Mechanisms 
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COP28 Health Day

For the first time, COP28 UAE Presidency will convene a 

dedicated Health Day at COP. Key topics will include:

• Health impacts of climate change

• Health benefits of climate mitigation

• Climate resilient low-carbon health systems

• Adaptation for health

• Action for health, relief, recovery & peace.

50 Champion countries

Invitations sent to all Ministers of Health

Climate-Health Ministerial

Blue Zone and Green Zone

December 3

High-level side events

December 3, Blue Zone

In parallel with “Relief, recovery 
and peace Day”
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Common Position on Climate Change and Health

The health community and African regional stakeholders on climate change and health, met with the 

African Group of Negotiators in Lilongwe, Malawi, from 22-24 August 2023 to develop a Common Position 

on Climate Change and Health, as a call on parties to UNFCCC and other key stakeholders to demonstrate 

leadership on climate 

and health in certain processes: 

✓ UNFCCC 
✓ African Group of Negotiators
✓ African Union and Regional 

Economic Blocks 
✓ National Governments
✓ Developed countries/ Global 

North
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Key health messages for COPs

1.  Commit to a healthy, green & just recovery from COVID-19

2.  Promote healthy climate commitments

3.  Harness the health benefits of climate action

4.  Build health resilience to climate risks

5.  Create energy systems that protect and improve climate and health

6.  Reimagine urban environments, transport and mobility

7.  Restore nature as the foundation of our health

8.  Promote healthy, sustainable and resilient food systems

9.  Finance a healthier, fairer, and greener future to save lives

10. Mobilize the health community for urgent climate action
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Training for health professionals 

The online course "Climate Change Negotiations and Health"  features key information on climate change 

and its impacts on human health, provides an overview of the climate change negotiations so far, and 

considers entry points to address health issues and priorities within climate change negotiations and 

policies. 

Developed jointly with UNITAR/UN CC:Learn

Lesson 1: Introduction to Health and Climate Change

Lesson 2: History of the UN Climate Negotiations

Lesson 3: The Paris Agreement 

Lesson 4: From Paris to Glasgow and Sharm El Sheikh

Lesson 5: Health in the UN Climate Change Negotiations

Lesson 6: Healthy and Green Recovery from COVID-19

Course outline:

Update ahead of COP28 



OBRIGADA
Adelheid W. Onyango
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