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International Union for 
Conservation of Nature

A powerful Union for 

sustaining life and livelihoods
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IUCN Members 
• State and government agencies

• Non-governmental organisations

• Indigenous peoples’ organisations

IUCN Commissions
• Commission on Education and Communication (CEC) 

• Commission on Environmental, Economic and Social Policy 

(CEESP) 

• World Commission on Environmental Law (WCEL)

• Commission on Ecosystem Management (CEM)

• Species Survival Commission (SSC)

• World Commission on Protected Areas (WCPA)

Secretariat
• Coordinates and collaborates with IUCN Members and Commissions 

to implement the IUCN Programme 

A powerful Union
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The world’s largest 
environmental network

1948
International Union for the Protection of Nature 

established, Fontainebleau, France
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Climate crisis

We are living in a climate crisis era!

The impacts of climate change are already being felt around the world - from more frequent and severe 

storms, floods, droughts, and wildfires - threatening our cities, communities, crops, water, and wildlife.

Climate change poses a fundamental threat to nature, species, and people – but it’s not too late to take 

collective action.
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Climate Action Now

Climate change is here. For people and society, adaptation to climate change means not only adapting infrastructure, but adjusting behaviour, such as how we 

choose to live, how we manage our food and health systems, the way we plan our cities, and how we protect, conserve and utilize our natural resources. - IUCN 
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Climate change and human health
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Nature-based solutions and Communities Mitigation and 
Adaptation to Climate Change 

The latest IPCC report demonstrated that nature-based solutions such as reducing the destruction of 

forests and other ecosystems, restoring them, and improving the management of working lands, such as 

farms — are among the top five most effective strategies for mitigating carbon emissions and build 

communities resilience by 2030.
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Nature-based Solutions 

“actions to protect, sustainably manage, and restore 
natural and modified ecosystems in ways that address 
societal challenges effectively and adaptively, 
simultaneously providing human well-being and 
biodiversity benefits” (Cohen-Shacham et al., 2016).



11

• Communities' role on nature and climate adaptation is fundamental

• COVID-19 pandemic thought us stories of resilience, proactiveness and 
solidarity emerged from the ground, serving as testament to the critical 
role played by local groups in responding to emergency situations and 
meeting their own needs

• Adaptation to be sustainable and just, people's unique social, cultural 
and governance context should be assessed through open dialogue and 
support knowledge and capacity building

Communities' role on climate 
adaptation

Local context at community now and in the future - Explore what to build 
resilience and adaptation – Investment and support is long-term available
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Guajiro bean cultivation in Colombia, indigenous 
people managing over 32M ha

Community and climate 
adaptation across the world

LMMAs in Madagascar supporting community's 
climate resilience 

Amazon invests 15M USD in nature-based projects 
in India

Blue carbon: Community-led Mangrove Restoration and 
Conservation in Gazi Bay, Kenya (Mikoko Pamoja)

Malawi working on community led forestry projects to 
meet th4.5 million restored hectares by 2030 

Villagers along the Limpopo River are restoring an 
estuary and securing their food supply – the mangroves
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• Policy and local context. Participation in collective decision-making process and climate adaptation strategy 
and plans based on the local context

• Collaborative models. Equitable approaches, which empowers and supports the environmental stewardship 
of Indigenous peoples and local communities represents the primary pathway to effective long-term 
conservation of biodiversity and climate resilience

• Technology and capacity. Communities' awareness of climate change risk and build up capability to disaster 
management through networking with local government and vulnerable communities

• Digital communication systems. Tools and systems for disaster early warning alarm (such as radio, mobile 
phone) and training

• Income. Alternative livelihoods and access to opportunities should be combined and put in place for 
effective conservation and long-term climate resilience (Business models); long-term financing is 
fundamental in successfully scaling up community-driven nature-based solutions to tackle the impacts of 
climate change

• Scale-up and participative models. Opportunities to test activities on the ground, learn and engage women 
and youth secure long-term sustainability 

Lessons learned
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IUCN
• ESARO is working across East and Southern Africa Region (24 

countries)

• Coastal and Ocean Resilience

• Conservation Areas and Species

• Drylands Resilience Land Management

• Forest Landscape & Livelihoods

• Supporting the Great Blue Wall Initiative, a Western Indian Ocean 
(WIO)-born, African-driven roadmap to achieve a nature-positive 
world by 2030 (conserve 30% ocean, restoration and regenerative 
blue economy)

Mozambique: National land use plan 

and trends, governance, training and 

biodiversity conservation for climate 

resilience (water, land, coastal and 

marine ecosystems 
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